
The design will be attractive, inviting, and 
functional at all times, and will have a  
flexible and dynamic design to support  

events and programming. 

The streetscape design responds to  
stakeholder priorities, including  

enhanced lighting, trees, and opportunities  
for art and programming.

The previous streetscape was a step in the right  
direction, and needs to be “amped up”.   

The design needs to convey a sense of place  
and a visitor should know when they’ve 

 arrived on Hennepin Avenue.

The capital investment of the street project  
can be used to leverage partnerships and  

funding from other sources to provide  
improved transit, enhanced streetscape,  

new public art opportunities, and additional  
capacity for activation/programming.  

NOW SHOWING
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VISION: Hennepin Avenue will be a street for  
movement and an “electric” street life



STREETSCAPE ENGAGEMENT SINCE 2016

The look and feel of the streetscape will 
be consistent from Washington Avenue to 
12th Street, but between 5th Street and 

10th Street (Tier ‘A’) there will be spectacle 
lighting, speakers, and infrastructure for 

activation. The blocks outside of 5th  
Street-10th Street will be Tier ‘B’.  

Custom light poles
Lighting was the number 1 priority of stakeholders and the light pole style takes 
its influence from theater sets. The streamlined pole design doesn’t compete with 
or detract from the historic buildings. The three arms on the light pole allow the 
bikeway, sidewalk, and street to have focused lighting that benefits public safety – 
lighting surfaces, rather than space. 

Trees and Planter Beds
Larger caliper trees increase the green 
impact of the project right away, which 
was one of the top 3 priorities of 
stakeholders.

Planters significantly increase the amount 
of green in the corridor, making the 
corridor attractive during the day and 
when there is no activation or special 
lighting. A mix of annuals and perennials 
bring color to the corridor but also 
manage maintenance costs. 

An irrigation system provides the best 
opportunity for plants and trees to survive 
and thrive in the urban environment.

Planter curb and railings
The curbs protects the planter bed and 
the railings from being damaged by snow 
removal equipment, and the railings keep 
people and animals from walking on 
the plants. The railings also have lighting 
embedding into them and are angled to 
reflect the spectacle lighting.

Sidewalk
The sidewalk paving is simple to provide 
a clean canvas for spotlights and special 
lighting. Enhancements are focused at eye 
level rather than ground plane.

Parking lot fence
Crime Prevention Through Environmental 
Design (CPTED) principles were used to 
design a fence that is open and does not 
produce hidden areas, but also creates a 
visual screen as pedestrians walk down 
the street, resulting in a cleaner and more 
uniform edge to the street at the surface 
parking lots.

Benches
Furnishings in bus stops and other 
select locations along the corridor 
provide seating that is flexible but vandal 
resistant.
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Tree grates
Tree grates are larger and “heel 
proof”. This allows trees to get as 
much light and air as possible, 
which helps them to thrive, 
while remaining compatible 
with sidewalk café and high 
pedestrian areas.

These images also show the 
use of the spectacle lighting, 
including spot lights and rotating 
patterns.

For more information and a walk-through 
video of the enhanced streetscape: 

VISIT THE WEBSITE
www.hennepindowntown.com/streetscape 

CONTACT THE TEAM 
hennepin.downtown@

minneapolismn.gov
📞 844-887-8330

FOR MORE INFORMATION


